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¢ROM THE PASTO,

"People protect what they love." Jacques Cousteau

This quote was food for thought as | considered the up-
coming Independence Day celebrations. The first thing into
my mind was the men and women who have served to protect
not only our country, but the ideas upon which the country
was founded: liberty, freedom, faith, goodness.

But | wondered, what do the average Joe's, the people in the
pews protect today. So | asked my Facebook friends to fill in
the blank in this sentence: "l will protect

The answers were predictable....family, friends, freedom, and
faith topped the charts.

| realized the question could as easily have been "What do you
love?"

Going the extra mile, | had to wonder how many of us
could have included "my enemies" in that answer. Jesus gave

us that very clear directive: " Love your enemies , do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those
who mistreat you. ..." (Luke 6: 27, 28)

Wow! Imagine a country filled with people whose sen-
tences read like this: "I will protect my family, my friends, my
freedom, my faith, and my enemies."” It would look like the
Kingdom of God.

Blessings from you sister and servant,
Pastor Ellen
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YOUTH MINISTRY

From Monday, June 7 through Friday, June 11,
The Church at Woodmoor held Vacation Bible
School. VBS started at 9:00 a.m. and ended at
noon, in plenty of time for the 80 kids to expend
some of their leftover energy with their friends and
family! The theme of VBS 2010 was Saddle Ridge
Ranch, a very cool and appropriate western theme.
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VBS kicked off with a skit performed by Mich-
ele and Dottie Myers, after which the kidsd divided &
into groups (like fAli®©t IBNBdoggi es
went to their first station. VBS was divided into five
stations, including snack, games, music, Bible les-
son, and arts and crafts. The kids were in groups
based on their grade level in school and at any
given point in time, every station had a group of
kids in it. The kids rotated from station to station,
spending about 45 minutes at each one.
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Snacks were fabulous and included goodies &S5
like sandwich wraps, chips and salsa, watermelon,
Mi ss Cheri 6s famous ﬁmudQUpsb an
Thanks to Cheri Walsh for preparing the snacks! -

O
Bible verses were centered around address-
ing the question, fHow cﬁl be |
of the more specific issue areas the campers fo-
cused on included questions | i ke
AWhat is Goddés plan for me?0 and
ke Jesus?0 Thanks to Kellie 06

[
the Bible lessons!
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Arts and crafts included fun activities like
making bookmarks, and music involved line danc-
ing and singing Christian songs with a western
twist. Thanks to Sue Fenton, Susan Callendar,
and Marlene Coons for their help with arts and
crafts, and Ellen Fenter and Judy Henley for doing
the music! Campers played games like kick the
can and freeze tag and had more energy than the
staff chasing them! Thanks to Sheila Huss, Daniel
Richardson, Connor Weeth, and Brandon Brown-
ing for your help with the games!

Michele Richardson organized VBS 2010,
and The Church at Woodmoor had a record num-
ber o f campersd about double what we have had
in the past! Everyone had a great time! Thank you
to all of the staff and volunteers who helped with
the preparation, set up, and running VBS! You are
all appreciated!
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